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Harald Moltke (1871-1960) regnes for en af Danmarks betydeligste ekspeditionsmalere. Han deltog på fire polar-
ekspeditioner til Grønland, Island og Finland. Ved DMIs ekspeditioner til Island og Finland malede Moltke med dyb 
indlevelse i nordlysets inderste væsen en række enestående billeder. Bogen præsenterer ikke bare alle malerierne, 
men beskriver også deres spændende tilblivelse og giver indblik i et stykke interessant dansk ekspeditionshistorie.

Bogens forfatter, civilingeniør Peter Stauning, har siden 1965 foretaget observationer knyttet til nordlysene fra 
bl.a. Grønland, Island og Svalbard. Peter Stauning var fra starten med i gruppen bag den første danske satellit, Ørsted, 
og var videnskabelig leder for satellitten fra 2001 til sin pensionering i 2009. Ved siden af sin videnskabelige 
aktivitet har Peter Stauning holdt mange foredrag og skrevet talrige populære artikler om solaktivitet og nordlys. 

Harald Moltke (1871-1960) was an outstanding Danish expeditionary painter. He joined four polar expeditions 
to Iceland, Finland, and Greenland. On the aurora expeditions for the Danish Meteorological Institute to Iceland 
and Finland, Moltke made a number of unique paintings of the observed auroras showing deep insight into the 
innermost spirit of the aurora. The book presents all Harald Moltke’s aurora paintings and describes their creation. 
In addition, the book provides an overview of Danish auroral research history and exciting expeditionary adventures. 

The author of the book, Peter Stauning, MSc in Engineering, has conducted observations related to auroras since 
1965 from Arctic Regions including Greenland, Iceland and Svalbard. Stauning was a member of the initial team 
behind the first Danish satellite, Ørsted, and project scientist for the satellite from 2001 until his retirement in 
2009. In addition to his scientific activities, Peter Stauning has given many talks and written a large number of 
popular articles on solar activity and auroras.
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